
24 HISTORY OF THE GREAT WAR 

On November 11 Sir Sam Hughes, Minister of Militia and 
Defence, whose activity and energy had greatly stimulated recruiting 
and organization, tendered his resignation, at the request of the Prime 
Minister, as a result of serious differences of opinion in matters of 
administration. He was replaced by the Hon. A. E. Kemp, already 
a member of the Cabinet without portfolio. A National Service 
Board was established for the purpose of increasing enlistments with­
out interfering with important industries. The Canadian troops in 
France were increased to three complete divisions and formed into 
an army corps under the command of Sir Julian Byng. Large con­
tingents of Canadian Railway and Forestry troops were also sent to 
Europe. Many men enlisted for special service in mechanical trans­
port and inland navigation. A Canadian cavalry brigade was formed 
and, with several batteries of horse artillery, was attached to the 
Fifteenth British Army corps. Garrisons of Canadian troops were 
maintained in Bermuda and Santa Lucia. 

An official document, published by the Government of Australia, 
stated that 103,000 men had been recruited by voluntary enlistment 
in that Commonwealth and sent into the field, and that 100,000 
more would be required to replace prospective casualties before 
July 1, 1917. A bill proposing conscription was submitted to a vote 
of the electors in October, but defeated by a small majority. 

The Union of South Africa continued with success the task it 
had undertaken of expelling the Germans from that continent. 

The troops from New Zealand in Mesopotamia and France were 
kept up to strength by voluntary enlistment. 

Mr. Bonar Law, in a speech in September, made the statement 
that a larger number of men in proportion to its population had 
enlisted in the army and navy from Newfoundland than from any 
other part of the British Empire. The colony contributed, according 
to information furnished by the Newfoundland Department of Militia, 
12,132 men out of a population of 256,290; 7,312 others volunteered 
their services, but were rejected. 

Besides an entire army corps despatched to Mesopotamia to 
accomplish the relief of Kut, troops from India were sent to Egypt 
for the defence of the Suez canal, to East Africa, Cameroon, and 
southern Persia, and garrisons were furnished for Mauritius and 
Singapore, as well as for the defence of Aden and the new posts on 
the Afghan frontier. Large contributions to patriotic funds and the 
military services were made by native rulers and nobles. 

ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE WAR, 1916. 

The great shortage and high price of food in Austria caused 
serious discontent. A more stringent system of government control of 
provisions was established with three meatless days a week. In 
Germany a Food Regulation Board was appointed with extensive 
powers. Meat cards were made compulsory and a maximum ration 
of meat was established. Reports of food riots became frequent. A 
Munitions Department was created at the end of October, and a man­
power bill enacted making all able-bodied males between the ages 
of eighteen and sixty subject to industrial or military service. 


